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In an effort to a make this a paperless program, this grant application must be downloaded at the BCUA’s website 
www.bcua.org. MAC USERS: Call 201-807-5823 (Mark Vangieri) or 201-807-5821 (Angela Bonanno-Lynch) prior to 
completing application.   

1) In order to be eligible, your school must have a functioning recycling program in place, or use this 
grant to implement a recycling program in your school.  No exceptions will be made to this requirement.

2) The BCUA's intention is to award a total of $70,000 in grants.   The number of awards and the amount of each 
award, up to a $1,000 will depend on the number, and quality of entries received by the Authority.  

3) Each school may only receive one grant.  You may submit more than one, but only one grant will be awarded 
per school. 

4) All programs must be long term and contain an educational component.  Short term projects, such as assemblies 
or field trips, can enhance a program; however, they are not acceptable as the project's main goal.

5) If plants are purchased they must be perennials or edible (i.e. vegetables, herbs, legumes, etc.). The BCUA 
prefers indigenous plants and under no circumstance are annual flowers an allowable expenditure.

6) All applications should be received in typed format. No handwritten entries will be accepted.   
MAC USERS: Prior to completing application, please call 201-807-5823 (Mark Vangieri) or 201-807-5821 
(Angela Bonanno-Lynch).

7) All public and private grammar and high schools throughout Bergen County are invited to participate.

8)  Please do not submit the same program from a previous year. You may enhance your original program, but a 
grant will be disqualified if the original idea is duplicated.

9) If you are a past recipient and have not completed a BCUA Reporting Form, you will not be eligible for 
future grants. 

10) Grant deadline is Monday, May 2, 2016. 

Projects will be evaluated based on the following characteristics (including but not limited to): 

• creativity 
• use of environmentally friendly or green products and/or products made from recycled materials 
• projects that promote/enhance school recycling 
• projects that benefit a large number of students
• projects that benefit students over the long term (i.e. composting in conjunction with a
  school garden) rather than a short term project (i.e. a class trip) 
• projects that are productive using a minimal amount of funds; and/or hands-on student projects
All entries will be reviewed and judged by the BCUA staff. Grant award notification will be sent in June 2016, 
and grants will be provided at the beginning of the 2016/2017 school year.
Projects must be completed within one year from the date of the grant award. Documentation (summary and 
pictures if possible) must be submitted to the BCUA at the completion of the project. 

The Bergen County Utilities Authority (BCUA) is sponsoring the tenth Annual Environmental Awareness Challenge 
Grant program whereby Bergen County schools are eligible to receive an environmental grant up to $1,000. 

Grantees will be provided with the funds to conduct activities related to environmental awareness. Activities could 
entail such projects as, but not limited to, recycling and/or anti-litter, air pollution, water pollution, and solid waste 
management. 

Eligibility Requirements



Task Description  (Describe the proposed project.)

What do you hope to accomplish by doing the proposed project?

Who is the targeted audience for your project?
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BERGEN COUNTY UTILITIES AUTHORITY
Solid Waste Division
Foot of  Mehrhof Road 

PO Box 9
Little Ferry, NJ  07643

APPLICATION FORM

Environmental
Awareness 
Challenge Grant

Application Due: May 2, 2016

 

Contact's fax number:  

Principal's name:  

Superintendent's name:  

Superintendent's address: 

      Contact number:

      Contact's e-mail:

      Principal's e-mail:

      

Dollar Amount Requested (maximum $1,000):

Name of school: 

Address of school:

Contact person (include title):   

    

     

    



B. Education Materials (flyers, newsletters, printing, etc.) Must be printed on recycled paper.
 

 

Cost

C. Other Miscellaneous Expenses (containers, advertising, outside services, etc.)

Item
 

Cost

Total Cost (Subtotals A+B+C):   _________________________________

Please e-mail completed application by May 2, 2016 to:  Mark Vangieri
         Bergen County Utilities Authority 
         e-mail: mvangieri@bcua.org
printed on recycled paper

Subtotal A

Subtotal B

Subtotal C
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List the proposed costs for the project.  Allowable costs include costs for material, supplies, educational materials, 
recycling/litter containers, equipment, advertising, and printing.  No personnel reimbursement is allowed. Use 
enviro-friendly/green products and or products made from recycled materials whenever possible.

Item

Cost

A. Program Material and Supplies        (Please be as accurate as possible.)

Item
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C. Certification

I certify that ____________________________________________________________________has 

a functioning recycling program in place. In the event there is no recycling program in place, I attest 

that we will use these funds to initiate a recycling program. I certify to the best of my knowledge and 

belief that the information contained in this application package is accurate and true.

Preparer of Application Package:
(Name)

(Title)

(school name)



Anti-litter:  An anti-litter campaign raises awareness about the widespread problem of litter.  Help 
students target areas in the school where litter is generated and can be reduced.  Some areas may 
include chewing gum, paper waste, fast food, and snack litter.  Devote a campaign to reducing these 
practices, i.e. purchase recycling containers, litter clean-up materials.

Waste reduction: Lunch Room Waste Audit.  Weigh the garbage after each lunch period.  Then teach 
students the benefits of reducing the amount of garbage they create.  Encourage  them to ask their 
parents to shop in bulk.  Teach them other waste reduction tips.  Then weigh their garbage again and 
see how much less waste they can generate i.e. purchase recycling containers for lunch room; buy 
reusable food service supplies.

Recycling:  Identify what items can be recycled in school.  Do this by investigating what is thrown away 
and then finding out the market that will accept the collected items.  The easiest and most common 
material to recycle in schools is paper.  Purchase bins for classrooms and provide students with before 
and after statistics and a goal.  Educate the students and the teachers. Decide how to collect and store 
the recyclables.  You must submit a cost estimate.

Composting: Turn your school's lunch waste into valuable compost which will grow flowers and 
vegetables in your new school garden.  Build a compost bin or bins or purchase several from the BCUA 
or buy at local retail store.  Explain simple compost ideas and demonstrate what goes into a bin.  Ask 
students to bring items from home or utilize materials from the cafeteria.  Develop program and in the 
spring, the finished compost may be used on school property around flower beds and trees. 

Water pollution:  The causes of water pollution can be divided into two groups: 1. sources of pollution 
due to human choices, and 2. natural sources.   Explain to students the importance of not dumping 
garbage into storm drains, pouring chemicals into sinks, toilets, etc.  Identify your area of concern and 
focus your project on reducing pollution.  

All these projects could be supported with a poster contest, an essay contest, dedicate a special school 
wide day promoting event, daily PA announcements, etc. 

Q: Must my school have a recycling program in place to be eligible to apply for the grant?

A: The New Jersey Statewide Source Separation and Recycling Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1E-99 et 
seq.) requires all residents, commercial establishments and institutions (including schools) to 
recycle certain materials from the waste stream. Since the BCUA is the solid waste management 
implementing agency for Bergen County, it is our obligation to confirm that schools are complying 
with this state law.  Therefore, in order to be eligible for a grant, your school must have a recycling 
program in place, or the funds must be used to implement a recycling program in your school.

Q: Can I send my class on a one day field trip? 

A:  No. The goal of this program is for students to experience a journey of sorts into environmentalism.  
This program requires both a long-term project and a project that targets as many students as     
possible. 

Q: What are some examples of acceptable grant ideas?  

A: Examples of some of the eligible activities that the grant may be spent on entail the following: 

Questions and Answers
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BERGEN COUNTY UTILITIES AUTHORITY
Solid Waste Division
Foot of  Mehrhof Road 

PO Box 9
Little Ferry, NJ  07643

APPLICATION FORM

Environmental
Awareness 
Challenge Grant

Application Due: May 2, 2016

SAMPLE

James Buchanan High School 

1313 Mockingbird Lane, Mocking Bird Heights, Little Ferry

Mr. Kotter, Science Teacher 201-867-5309

201-641-3409 gkotter@rydell.org

Ms. Barbara Dwyer bdwyer@rydell.org

Dr. Alice Lands

$1,000.00

Task Description  (Describe the proposed project.)
My 7th grade will expand the school's present recycling program to include the outdoor campus and 
recreation fields.

What do you hope to accomplish by doing the proposed project?
The main goal of this project is to educate the school community about the importance of recycling.  
In addition, the project will help develop a more positive attitude and influence the "greening" of the 
environment. 

Who is targeted audience for your project?
The targeted audience for the project are the participants in the recreation fields and outdoor campus. 
This would include, but not be limited to teachers, parents, students, visiting teams.

Name of school: 

Address of school:

Contact person (include title):         Contact number: 

Contact's fax number:          Contact's e-mail: 

Principal's name:           Principal's e-mail: 

Superintendent's name:           

Superintendent's address: 

Dollar Amount Requested (maximum $1,000):

2839 Washington Ave., Moonachie, NJ 



B. Education Materials (flyers, newsletters, printing, etc.) Must be printed on recycled paper.
 

 

Cost

C. Other Miscellaneous Expenses (containers, advertising, outside services, etc.)

Item
 

Cost

Total Cost (Subtotals A+B+C):   _________________________________

Please e-mail completed application by May 2, 2016 to:  Mark Vangieri
          Bergen County Utilities Authority 
          e-mail: mvangieri@bcua.org
printed on recycled paper

Subtotal A

Subtotal B

Subtotal C
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List the proposed costs for the project.  Allowable costs include costs for material, supplies, educational materials, 
recycling/litter containers, equipment, advertising, and printing.  No personnel reimbursement is allowed. Use 
enviro-friendly/green products and or products made from recycled materials whenever possible.

Item

Cost

A. Program Material and Supplies        (Please be as accurate as possible.)

Item
 10 cluster type recycling containers (estimate attached)

$100.00

$1,000.00

flyers (printed in-house on recycled paper)

posters (art department)
    $0.00
   $0.00

$ 0

$1,000.00
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C. Certification

I certify that _____________________________________________________________________ 

has a functioning recycling program in place.  In the event there is no recycling program in place, I 

attest that we will use these funds to initiate a recycling program.  I certify to the best of my knowledge 

and belief that the information contained in this application package is accurate and true.

 

Preparer of Application Package: (Name)

(Title)

(school name)
James Buchanan High School

Mr. Gabe Kotter

Science Teacher


	School: 
	School Address: 
	contact person: 
	contact number: 
	contact's fax number: 
	contact's e-mail: 
	principal's name: 
	principal's e-mail: 
	superintendent's name: 
	superintendent's e-mail: 
	superintendent's address: 
	amount requested: 
	task description: 
	accomplishments: 
	audience: 
	ItemRow1: 
	CostRow1: 
	ItemRow2: 
	CostRow2: 
	ItemRow3: 
	CostRow3: 
	ItemRow4: 
	CostRow4: 
	ItemRow5: 
	CostRow5: 
	CostSubtotal A: 
	ItemRow1_2: 
	CostRow1_2: 
	ItemRow2_2: 
	CostRow2_2: 
	ItemRow3_2: 
	CostRow3_2: 
	ItemRow4_2: 
	CostRow4_2: 
	ItemRow5_2: 
	CostRow5_2: 
	CostSubtotal B: 
	ItemRow1_3: 
	CostRow1_3: 
	ItemRow2_3: 
	CostRow2_3: 
	ItemRow3_3: 
	CostRow3_3: 
	ItemRow4_3: 
	CostRow4_3: 
	ItemRow5_3: 
	CostRow5_3: 
	CostSubtotal C: 
	Total Cost Subtotals ABC: 
	school name certification: 
	Name of Preparer of Application Package: 
	Title: 


