
basement sewage backups
street sewer overflows
untreated sewage in our rivers

rising water and sewer rates

A HOMEOWNER’S 
GUIDE 

How you can Help protect our 
neigHborHoods and keep our waterways 

clean.

Bergen County utilities Authority
little Ferry, new Jersey

RAIN-DERIVED 
INFILTRATION AND INFLOW

REDUCTION &
SANITARY SEWER OVERFLOW 

ELIMINATION PROGRAM

MoBy 
65 gAllon
$91.00

Take advanTage 
of The bcua rain barrel 

incenTive program

TWo SiZeS To fiT 
Your needS

SyStern
55 gallon
$59.00

Why rain barrels?
SAVE MONEY ON YOUR WATER BILL
Rain barrels collect and store water from your roof for later use 
to water your lawn, garden, or indoor plants; wash your car 
or pet; and for other everyday outdoor water uses.

KEEP SEWAGE OUT OF YOUR BASEMENT
Rain barrels reduce stormwater inflow into our sanitary sewer 
system and keep wastewater out of our homes.

SAVE TAXES & HELP KEEP UTILITY COSTS LOW
Reduce stress on the public sewage collection and treatment 
systems, eliminating the need to add to or enlarge these 
sytems. 

CREATE A HEALTHIER ENVIRONMENT
Rain barrels are the first step to healthy streams, lakes, and 
rivers; and rainwater is better for your plants because it lacks 
chlorine and floride.

Need more 
information

For more information about rain-derived 
infiltration and inflow and how simple 
plumbing improvements will protect your 
property from sanitary sewer overflows, 
please visit us on the web at

www.bcua.org
or if you still have questions, call the

 BCUA RDI&I HOTLINE
at

1-201-807-5825.

Bergen County utilities Authority
wAter pollution Control

serviCe AreAserviCe AreA



Bergen County utilities Authority rAin-DeriveD inFiltrAtion/inFlow reDuCtion AnD sAnitAry sewer overFlow eliMinAtion progrAM

OUR 
GOAL:  

KEEP GROUND WATER AND STORM WATER OUT OF THE MUNICIPAL SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM AND 
ELIMINATE SANITARY SEWER OVERFLOWS FROM STREET MANHOLES AND INTO BASEMENTS.

This diagram shows how improper and 
damaged connections allow rainwater to 
bypass the storm system and overwhelm 
the sanitary sewer treatment system.

whAt is rDi&i?

RDI&I means “Rain-
derived infiltration and 
inflow.” INFILTRATION 
is the leakage of ground 
and storm water into 
the sanitary sewer sys-
tem through defects in 
pipes and manholes 
during and after rain-
fall. INFLOW is the en-
trance of stormwater 
into the sanitary sewer 
system from improper 
household connections 
and other sources.

whAt is An sso?

A SANITARY SEWER 
OVERFLOW (SSO) is 
an overflow of sew-
age from the municipal 
sanitary sewer system 
into basements, prop-
erty, onto lawns, roads, 
and into waterways. 
SSOs occur when too 
much rain water enters 
the sanitary sewer sys-
tem and overwhelms 
that system’s capacity. 

Homeowners can help 
reduce excessive water 
from entering the sanitary 
sewer system.
8suMp puMps: If you have a sump 
pump in your basement that is connected to 
the sanitary sewer system, it should be redi-
rected to the storm sewer system, the ground 
on your property, or to a dry well.

8rooF DrAins: If your roof drains 
are connected to the sanitary sewer sys-
tem, the drains should be redirected on the 
ground or to a dry well. One simple and 
practical solution for the homeowner is 
to utilize rain barrels to collect roof drain 
stormwater for use on lawns and gardens. 
The BCUA is offering two types for sale at 
a significant discount.

8AreA DrAins: Area drains located 
in basements, driveways, or lawns that 
drain to the sanitary sewer system should 
be redirected to the storm sewer system or a 
dry well.

8FounDAtion DrAins: Founda-
tion drains that are connected to the sani-
tary sewer system should be redirected to 
the storm sewer system or a dry well.

8serviCe ConneCtions: Broken 
or damaged private building service con-
nections (PBSCs) - also called house laterals 
- including missing or broken cleanout caps, 
also contribute to rain-derived groundwater 
and stormwater entering the sanitary sewer 
system.  These types of defects should be 
repaired.

Many homes have im-
proper or damaged drain-
age connections that allow 
rainwater into the sanitary 
sewer system instead of 
directing it to the storm 
sewer system.
Such connections can include roof drains 
and downspouts, sump pumps, foun-
dation drains, and area drain in base-
ments, lawns, and driveways.  In addi-
tion, many homeowners’ private lateral 
sanitary sewer service connections may be 
damaged, allowing groundwater to leak 
into the sanitary sewer system.

Rainwater in the municipal sanitary sewer 
system adds unnecessarily to the cost we 
all pay for sewage collection and treat-
ment, and in heavy rain can cause un-
treated sewage to back up in sewer pipes 
and flood basements.  It can also enter 
waterways and affect the public water 
supply.

This brochure explains your 
responsibilities as a home- 
owner and how the Bergen 
County Utilities Authority can 
help you make sure your 
property is properly drained. 


